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 Questions and citations will not be used in the formation of the introduction paragraph. I 

will use my own words to create my introduction and hook the reader to be interested in reading 

my paper. The thesis statement will be the last sentence of the introduction paragraph. 

 Here is the topic sentence of my first main point. It will be my own words and not a fact 

from a note card. I will elaborate with my own words before supporting my point with evidence 

from various sources. “It is better to have a variety of sources than to depend on one source” 

(Smith 34). Continue to elaborate and connect your sources with your own words. Do not cite 

source after source after source (Johnson and Miller 365). End your paragraph with your own 

words and wrap up the main point of the paragraph. 

 Using transitions, led into your next main point. Continue to use both sources and your 

own words to create your next main point. “Do not use direct quote after direct quote after direct 

quote” (Vatter-Miller). You can also put the author’s name in the sentence itself and not in the 

in-text citation. Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the create process (263).  

When you have no author to cite the source with, use a shortened title of the work instead. Make 

sure you place the quotation marks if it is a “short work” or italics if it is a longer work and page 

numbers when necessary (“How to Cite MLA Format” 79). If the source has three or more 

authors, make sure that you only cite the first author’s name and the Latin term for “and others” 

(Klein et al. 44). If you cite more than one work by an author, you must include part of the title 

from the work of that author (Tate, “Using MLA Correctly”). Wrap up paragraph in own words.  
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